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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Pennines Township.

Highways
The Highways Service have completed a large amount of road patching and 
surface dressing the completed roads so far are Bishop Street; Princess Road; Nall 
Street; Old Road; Edmund Street; Halliwell Street; Arm Road; Albert Royds Street; 
Smithy Bridge Road.

The Highways service continue to work on priorities for elected Members and 
residents in Pennines Township including commissions for Traffic Regulation 
Orders, road safety and traffic calming projects.

Library Service

Littleborough Library Alpacas once again proved to be popular during their recent 
visit to the Library, visitors were given the opportunity to meet them and learn about 
these beautiful creatures.

Wardle Library is the host for a new group called The Blokes; the aim of the group 
is to reduce isolation and loneliness amongst men within the community and 
thereby improve their health and wellbeing. 

Smallbridge Library continues to a popular hub within the community and is well 
used by a number of groups and different age ranges. The knitting group remains a 
popular group; they are currently busy making woollen items of clothing for the 
homeless.

Smithy Bridge Library in addition to the weekly groups, a number of fund raising 
events have been held at the library including an Christmas coffee afternoon, a Qi 
Gong afternoon and a Macmillan ‘Biggest Coffee Morning in the World’ event.

Youth Service

Milnrow Youth Club has had new members joining the club and youth workers 
have engaged with new young people in Milnrow Memorial Park. Youth workers 
have built positive relationships with lots of young people and local residents 
promoting the youth club provision. The skate park was a big attraction to many 
young people which created opportunities to address some issues and build 
positive relationships. In the youth centre the group have participated in various 
arts and craft activities, learning life skills, and updating the youth centre to put their 
personal touches and using the centre as a safe space to have fun.
The youth centre is open to young people aged 11-19yrs in Pennines with SEND 
needs every Thursdays. The session is tailored to promote the development of the 
individual and group needs, building positive relationships with the group.



Pennines Detached The areas we have covered this term are Hare Hill Park, 
Wardle Bowling Green, Wardle, Birch View, Stansfield and Littleborough 
surrounding areas. Detached youth workers are able to respond to reports of anti-
social behaviour, such as youth nuisance at Wardle Bowling Green and 
surrounding areas of Littleborough Centre. We continue to engage with young 
people gathering in Hare Hill Park and in Stansfield. 

Smallbridge Youth Club has been delivering a wide range of activities during this 
past term including learning about and discussing drugs and alcohol abuse, sexual 
health, safe4summer, outdoor education, summer holiday programme and much 
more.  Attendance has risen to an average of 30+ young people per session.
The final quarter of the year will see a structural change to the provision which will 
increase the focused project work.
The young people took part in a busy summer holiday programme which included 
basic lifesaving skills for first aid training and defibrillator training, the holiday 
programme concluded with a rewarding day trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach. 

Community Safety

The Contact Centre continues to log ASB complaints and refer them to the 
Community Safety Team borough wide.  During the summer holidays there has 
been a slight increase in reports regarding football which largely do not fulfil the 
criteria for ASB. There are also a small number of repeat neighbour nuisance 
complaints which are historical, some complaints however are not ASB and must 
be referred back to the complainant to deal with under Civil Law.

Community Safety Officers attend a Partnership Enforcement Team meeting 
weekly, cases of organised crime are discussed and the lower end of drug dealing, 
illegal tobacco and underage sales of alcohol are also dealt with, with all 
appropriate partners.

Safe4Summer programme was successful; it included Officers visiting schools 
before they closed for the summer holidays to reinforce key safety messages 
around water safety, railway lines and tram tracks and prevention. 

Birch Community Day on Sunday 8th September held at the Anderson Suite and 
playing fields of Wardle Academy was a huge success.  Over 200 people attended 
and feedback was very positive.  PC Matt Honey organised the event, with Partners 
from the Council and RBH,  to make this event successful for all the residents 
following ASB being tackled on the estate.



Operation Treacle is the current focus in the lead up to Bonfire night.  The aim 
being to keep people safe by registering large organised bonfires, checking on 
sales of fireworks to the public etc.

GMP work closely with Community Safety in the Hub at Rochdale Police Station 
and continue to be supportive in working together for joint aims. There have been 
reported issues at Hare Hill Park and in the centre of Littleborough, Police 
investigations are ongoing.

Community News

Area Forums Updates

The recent Littleborough and Wardle Community Meeting was dominated by recent 
crime and anti-social behaviour issues, a number of resident attended to speak with 
GMP to raise their concerns. 

Milnrow, Newhey and Firgrove Area Forum have recently met, anti-social behaviour 
on the Metrolink and at tram stops is an issue for residents, the Police Street Watch 
volunteers regularly monitor this area and Transport for Greater Manchester will be 
invited to the next meeting. 

Smallbridge residents have the opportunity to meet and speak with Police, Council 
and Housing Officers at the newly launched Cuppa with a Copper drop in sessions. 
The sessions are proving popular with residents of all ages, the next one takes 
place on 17 December 5-7pm at Smallbridge Library.

Pennines Township have recently awarded funding for a Bee Inspired Project that 
involves working with schools to increase their knowledge and understanding of the 
importance of bees. Pupils will be able to create bee habitats and take them home 
increasing the number of Buzz Stations and Stops across the Township.

Councillor Amna Mir
Pennines Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Pennines Township


